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Why should you care about standardized testing? 


Standardized testing has been 
affecting American students for 
both good and bad for nearly a 
century, with conflicts continuously 
arising since they were first 
introduced to public schools in the 
1960s. These tests were at first 
created with good intentions, but 
have since then failed multiple 


groups of disadvantaged students. 


With a seemingly second 
progressive era underway, it’s 
important to discuss an issue that 
affects more than a student's 
school day in May. 


It's more than just stress, too. 


Low income students are more likely to fail or are 
incapable of taking tests again due to financial 
issues. 


Colored students are systematically disadvantaged 
due to outside forces, such as lower household 
incomes, increased crime rates, and/or educational 
setbacks. 


U.S schools are still heavily dependent on property 
taxes, which means that any low 

income area has less experienced 
teachers with fewer resources and 
therefore causes lower test scores. 


If a eugenicist likes something, you know it’s bad. 


During the late 19th century, standardized tests began to spread through U.S public schools and 
colleges. Many universities began implementing college entrance exams. As these tests became more 
popular, they also turned from qualitative to quantitative, or less learning based to more memory 


based. 


As the first half of the 20th century progressed, 
as well as standardized testing and its 
popularity, so did eugenics. Many who held the 
belief that “inferior” citizens (such as non-white, 
mentally ill and/or certain religious 
communities) existed also believed that 
standardized tests were an easy way to 
determine who belongs in a society. 


Theodore Roosevelt 
once wrote ‘l wish very 
much that the wrong 
people could be 
prevented entirely from 
breeding... The emphasis 
should be laid on getting 
desirable people to 


breed.” 


These people would've loved 
our STAAR tests! 


U.S schools are systemically segregated by wealth 


U.S schools are funded by three main sources: the federal government, which makes up 8%, 47% is 
from the state, and 45% is from the local area. With local funding making up such a huge 
percentage of the funding, it comes as no surprise that poorer areas, such as those resided by 


minorities, often have poorer schools. 


; Students from high poverty areas suffer more. 
Less funding Students who reside in or go to school in a low income area 
have lower expenditures, which then causes a lack of 
y experienced teachers, less resources, and less access to 


higher level classes such as AP courses. 


Less resources 
gy Rupalctudente are This, in turn, sets up these students 


especially affected for failure as they cannot achieve 
by the U.S’s system their full potential during their EOC 


Lower test scores Acoidsie adoce exams or other standardized tests. 
funding. 


White students make higher scores on their SATs 


SAT mean scores of high school seniors taking the SAT, by sex and race/ethnicity: 2021 


Sex and race/ethnicity 


Mean score? 


Total SAT score 


Evidence-based reading and writing (ERW) 


Math 


All students 


1060 


533 


[Sex 


Male 


1067 


| 
| 
| 


530 


Female 


1054 


535 


[Racelethnicity 


| White 


1112 


Black 


934 


Hispanic 


967 


Asian 


1239 


Pacific Islander 


950 


American Indian/Alaska Native 


927 


Two or more races 


1116 


No response 


976 


It’s no secret that white Americans are one of the 
wealthiest racial groups in the United States. 

Many of them have better jobs, college education 
and more opportunities in general. This advantaag 
also falls on their children, who more often than® 
not come at the second spot for highest test 


scores. 


Advantages that white 
students have include, but 
are not limited to: 


- A lack of racial 
discrimination 
- A wealthy or affluent 
background or 
household 
- Better schools (due to 
funding from property 
taxes) with an increased 
amount of resources 
- Parents with college 
degrees 
- Degrees are 
typically those of 
Bachelor's and 
higher. 


Teachers and students face unnecessary stress 


Standardized tests suck. Due to No Child Left Behind, standardized tests in American public schools will 
always be unavoidable and daunting. Educators risk losing their jobs and students as young as third 


grade are forced to take tests that their minds just aren't capable of examining. 


In a 2005 study, 3rd grade 
students were tasked with 
drawing pictures of their 
feelings on their standardized 
tests. Many of the pictures 
depicted stressful, unhappy & 
anxious feelings regarding both 
actually taking the test and the 
feelings that lead up to it. The 
only positive feelings reported 
were those of relief towards the 
test being over. 


Many American teachers 
risk losing their job, having 
their wages lowered, or 
losing the ability to work if 
their classroom does poorly 
on their standardized tests? 
This is problematic because 
students oftentimes mess up 
on purpose to demonstrate 
the test's insignificance. 
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Figure 8. 55% of the drawings represented isolation. 


re 1. Nervous was a prevalent theme. 


Figure 3. Confusion was often represented by question marks. 


Figure 5. “| felt like there was a war going on in my head. The light bulbs won and 
the question marks lost!” 


Conclusion 


Standardized testing is, in theory, a 
wonderful way to accurately and easily 
assess a student's level of intelligence as 
well as improvements in their learning. As 
weve seen however, it has been shaped 
and contorted in so many ways that it has 
affected low income and minority students 
and their ability to enter college or 
continue on to the following grade level. 
Standardized testing in America is 
decades late in needing a reform, but with 
the incoming generation of voters putting 
pressure on the government to either 
rectify or abolish them altogether, we 
could very well make the necessary 
changes to improve this system. 


Perhaps one day our children can go to school 


and gain a well rounded education instead of a test 
that hinders their impoverished peers, but to get 
there we must fight for them and the future of 
standardized testing. 


